THE RECORD - TROY, NY
March 6, 2008 - PAGE 2
CIRCULATION: 23,000

A
five fuestions...
Linda Mappes is the executive director
of Vanderheyden, a Wynantskill-based : You first arrived as
nonprofit agency that has, for 175 years, anderheyden’s executive director
provided vital services to tens of thou- in 2002. What was it about the nonprofit
sands of children, individuals and fami- agency’s mission that attracted you?

lies in the Capital District.

: How do you reflect on 175 years of
providing at-risk children an oppor-

A: From
its very

beginning as

A : | was moved and heartened by
Vanderheyden’s long history of serv-

ice to this community, and saw an
organization
poised and
~ ready for
change. The
challenge of
moving this
amazing insti-
tution forward
into a new era

the of community
Benevolent care really
Society of excited me.

Troy, people |
committed Photo submitted () What '
to our com-  Executive Director of Vanderheyden Linda Mappes. was the
munity have - inspiration
chosen to care for their own, regardless  behind Vanderheyden’s new logo?

of life circumstances or political will.

The core of our mission today is our

belief that all children and families

belong together and deserve the very
. best our community can give them.

: What kinds of programs and serv-

ices does Vanderheyden provide to
the nearly 1,500 children and families

' you serve a year?

: Vanderheyden provides residen-

tial, educational, clinical, recreation-
al, health, life skills and respite pro-
grams for children and young adults.
Children come to us from throughout
our region with behavioral, emotional
and developmental challenges. Our goal
is that all children and families whom
our services touch feel empowered to
improve their own lives.

: The happy child with outstretched
rms in the form of a “V” symbol-
izes the feeling of success and accom-
plishment a child feels during his or her
time with Vanderheyden.

: You open your doors to children

and youth facing extraordinary
obstacles. How gratifying is it when one
of those students graduates your high
school and moves on to a brighter
future?

: For many of our young people,

completion of high school was con-
sidered unattainable. At our commence-
ment exercises our auditorium is filled
with the smiling, cheering faces of fami-
ly members who thought the day would
never come. You cannot experience such
a moment without being moved.
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